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Abstract. In the beginning of 1990s, globalization was not beyond a mere phenomenon. Today,
it turned out to be a reality of the 21* century world system. Not only states, state mechanisms
and international political institutions but also economic networks, companies, factories,
enjoyments, perceptions, and different multicultural human identities are becoming parts of a global
network. The monopolized world is getting fragmented within the multifaceted globalization;
while differences get globalized dimension, they also dissolve in more globalized values.
This article underscores the aforementioned dimensions, discusses values of globalization (e.g. information,
individual, democracy, human rights, free market economy, rule of law) and explores their impacts on the
Turkic world and Turkic societies in days of independence.

Keywords: globalization, Turkic world, Turkic societies

Introduction

Globalization which remained as a phenomenon
until 90s was transmitted into reality by making its
way into the world system of XXI century. Not only
the states, state mechanisms, international political
institutions but also economic networks, companies,
factories, entertainments, conceptions, and even
human types of different and multi-identities are
becoming parts of global network at present. The
world which is becoming one under the same roof
falls into smaller units, identities, conceptions on the
ground given the polysemy recognized by global-
ization and while differences gain global dimension
yet it vanishes within global values [1, p. 119].

Now thinkers, sociologists, politicians and ex-
perts from other areas touch issues of global value
system, global societal conceptions and global so-
cial integration more and more. In this way small
local problems gain global character whereas global
values are shared by local forces. Because of newly
emerging situation every nation strives to determine
its own place in our modern world where global-
ization achieved its highest point in each and every
field. Activities are carried out for improving cer-
tain strategies in the direction of their own aims and
strategies.
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The world which experienced globalization in
90s faced new political surprise. It was the silent
collapse of Soviet Union which was previously ac-
cepted as an obsolete power of 90s. The destruction
of gigantic Communist network made way for the
revival of power which was last talked of in XIX
century. This power is called Turkic World. Sev-
eral Turkic republics located in the east of Turkey
which was representing the only independent Turkic
identity created opportunity for emergence of new
world.

Inter-cultural Competition and Nation-building
Process

After independence, nation-building process has
become one of the major areas of state policy in the
countries of the region. The main goal of this poli-
cy is to fill the identity and ideology gap that came
about after the collapse of the Soviet Union and to
maintain national cohesion and homogeneity. Im-
proving national language, writing national history,
resurrecting national values by using education and
other propaganda tools are concrete examples of the
nation-building process. But this period has not been
so smooth. As a matter of fact, nation building pro-
cess has been subjected to influences of various cul-
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tures because of three main factors. First, the region
is located at the intersection of Russian, Turkish and
Islamic cultures. Second, the countries in the region
have become vulnerable to influences of these cul-
tures due to identity crisis and cultural gap which led
to the demise of communism. Lastly, globalization
increased the intercultural communication and in-
teraction especially through rapidly developing and
unlimited communication technologies. It is neces-
sary to point out that rising intercultural competition
during this period has been a considerable aspect of
power struggles in Central Asia. Indeed, this is im-
portant as the Great Game which is based on oil and
natural gas resources of the region [2. p.73].

The consequences of Transition to Market Econ-
omy in Central Asian Countries

Since the beginning of 1990s, Central Asian
countries have been working on transforming their
economy from long lasted centrally planned and
closed model into open model in which free mar-
ket economy is dominant. It would be beneficial to
handle the issue of transformation in these countries
from the other transition economies in a different
way at some points. These countries suffered from
the forced togetherness with Soviet Union during
the formation years especially in social, cultural
and religious spheres. Moreover, because of the im-
position of cultural alienation during the history of
USSR, they had to deal with different difficulties
after the dissolution of the Union from other transi-
tion countries. On the other hand, while being rich in
terms of natural resources i.e. oil and natural gas was
a burden during the emergence of USSR, it turned
out to be partly both an advantage and disadvantage
for the countries of the region. The effects of being
rich in terms of natural resources on national and ad-
ministrative levels must be taken into consideration
in the assessment and interpretation of the indicators
of both social and political restructuring [3. p.160].

In this respect, after independence, Central
Asian countries have completed only minor part
of the road to maintain their struggle. They put
into practice a series of remarkable reforms in or-
der to release their economy from centrally planned
model, to establish international connections, and
to diversify the products subjected to manufacture
and commerce. (Giingdr 2001) However, when it is
compared to other transition countries they still need
time to perform all reforms for the transformation to

free market economy. Particularly, the inherited in-
equalities in redistribution from socialist times have
appeared more clearly in new order. The experience
of mixed economy including removing customs and
other trials in free market model resulted in many
problems [4. p.75]. The share of private sector is
still less than half of the national economic activities.
Banking sector is mostly controlled by the state. The
foreign investment per capita is still below the aver-
age rate of all countries in the world. Furthermore,
since Central Asian countries do not have coast, the
costs of transportation is considerably high. Increas-
ing costs in both production and transportation has
influenced drastically the economic performances of
the countries mentioned [5. p.1].

The Hardships of Cultural Transformation Pro-
cess

Transition to free market economy deeply in-
fluenced the social and cultural structure of Turkic
societies. Furthermore it radically caused changes
in peoples’ understanding and interpretation of life,
along with basic institutional transformations led
by global changes. In other words, everyday life of
people has been transformed drastically from the
way of life during Soviet times with the structuration
of socio-economic sphere. Forming personalities
which are compatible with the new values system
by putting more emphasis on money and commod-
ity fetishism and internalized the economic values
of the new society requires a long time. Thus, the
values of society and the perception of these have
been subjected to changes according to demands of
the new era. Family is the most vulnerable institu-
tion in this period.

In summary, changing processes at global level
have intervened in the life world of modern family
via different channels such as television, cinema, and
internet and this resulted in transformation in the sys-
tem of family values. Family has the central location
which makes it open to any influence resulting from
social transition and change. The boundaries of local
social structures show the same flexibility in view
of global values and pressures. Indicator for altera-
tion can be that despite pressure from Soviet period
Turkic family structure experienced harsh change
after independence and this change is observed to
be more rapid compared to the one observed in So-
viet period. The conception of modeled individual
pushes pop culture traditional Turkic societal char-
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acteristics towards differentiation and even stimu-
lates a conflict between the generations. Though it
was priority for Turkic individuals to care for family
in 80s yet individual concerns prevailed family val-
ues in the beginning of XXI century. Alongside with
the increase of divorces it is observed that given ex-
ternal influences these divorces become permanent
in the life of Turkic societies.

It is necessary to underline that all changing pro-
cesses reflect themselves in different domains. The
problematic areas of modern Turkish family are the
basic value system with a special focus on its eco-
nomic feature and social status. There have been sig-
nificant changes in the family structure and its value
system. All these changes reflect itself negatively in
family as a social institution via increasing numbers
of divorce rates, number of extra matrimonial births
and deterioration of cultural values in almost all
Turkic societies. To study the transformation in the
structure of families in Turkic societies show the dy-
namics of transition from old to new regarding the
battle of modernity and traditionalism.

Similar problems have been observed in youth
issues as well. As a matter of fact one of the most
important problems of these countries is the social-
ization of young population. Many young people to-
day idealize the occupations which bring fame and
money in short time such as being a pop singer. This
desire hinders the time for the development of their
skills and capabilities. Thus, it might be argued that
this understanding and living style would be a sig-
nificant threat for both families and societies in the
near future. Therefore, there need to be new social
projects for young people to facilitate their adapta-
tion to new values system and new forms of every-
day life that come along with the transition.

The world we are considering which has lived
20 years after the collapse of Soviet Union is the part
of global sytem. Countries of Turkic World which
globalize values appropriate to their geographical
structures within global system contain strict politi-
cal, economic and strategical connections. Though
closeness in language, sharing joint identity and his-
tory, cultural closeness even sameness, unity in reli-
gion and in belief made it easier to perceive the con-
ception of Turkic World still several activities were
required for mentioned facts to achieve functuality
within global system. These activities are being re-
alized incrementally. Despite the fact that these re-
publics contain obstacles derived from government
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inherited from Past Soviet structure which was ex-
posed to destruction, preponderant economic reality
of the new world solves the mentioned difficulties
given unbelievable power of global capital.

Political scientists mention formation of multi-
polar world which was shaped during the first 10
years of XXI century. Given the fact that these poles
are not politically clear yet, it means that we are liv-
ing in the shaping process into which we have re-
cently entered. “Turk” is the name of one of these
poles and it should not be surprising. This world
which is located on strategically important geog-
raphy, with its power of affecting world economy,
with its rich underground resources and the most
important with its human resources from China to
Mediterranean in Central Asia has just started look-
ing for internal unity.

In this respect, the restructuring of Turkic World
after 1990s which was progressive not repressive has
close connection to economic and technical as well as
political and cultural relations. For this reason along-
side with the exchange of information and technol-
ogy among the states representing Turkic World the
transition of joint characteristics of their history and
culture onto a new level fulfills the role of connecting
link between these countries and a locomotive.

The countries composing Turkic world are tradi-
tional and closed societies mainly based on family-
organizing [6. p.23]. It is unavoidable reality that
this structuring is facing some societal difficulties
caused by alteration since alteration brings various
values and conceptions to each and every period.
New societal structure constructed given functions
of individual skills and talents which is differenti-
ated from protectionist structure of closed societies
is being re-shaped given new values. However like
in all the cases observed within the plan of country
and civilizations this societal changing process is
not being an easy transition in Turkic World as well.
Processes seeming to be individual cause important
changes within all basic institutions of the society
starting from family to political organizations. With-
in this frame activities, consumption, location, com-
munication, style and habits of all the countries are
exposed to changes.

The effects of globalization experienced in ev-
ery field as a system of influence can be seen in
internal structure of Turkic societies together with
material life. The prevention of this influence leads
to the formation of repressive character of political

KazNU Bulletin. Psychology and sociology series. No4 (43). 2012



28 The sociological analysis of Turkic communities of Central Asia in days of independence

forces in some Turkic countries yet technological
development weakens the resistance of mentioned
political forces. Globalization while uniting the
world under technology, communication and in-
formation meanwhile spreads dominant norms and
conceptions as well. These conceptions which bring
forward human feelings function as a product of
certain ideas and governmental formations. In this
case it is unavoidable that local feelings, concep-
tions fall behind global knowledge values. Failure
in developing the conceptions of local knowledge
perceived as important problem of Turkic world can
be seen as deficiency for Turkic identity within glo-
balization. For this reason it is necessary to create
regional global definitions and knowledge concep-
tions among Turkic societies.

On the other hand, since individuals’ feelings
and senses became determinant it leads to better
protection of social rights resulting positive effect.
Globalization negatively affects social structure of
traditional family yet it produces positive effects
such as individuals’ joint social space.

Of course it cannot be claimed that all Turkic
societies react to globalization in the same way.
Compared to Turks from Central Asia, Caucasus
and Anatolia, Siberian Turkic communities behave
and approach differently when it comes to perceive,
access and resist globalization. It is observed in the
political influence which mentioned countries bring
to the world. Different perceptions and conceptions
are found within Turkic societies.

Conclusion

With the failure of socialist ideology and the
transformation to free market economy, the new era
has started in every sphere of economic and social life
in Central Asian countries. The radical rupture from
socialist way of life which was shaped according to
characteristics of soviet period led to new perception
of life and worldview and this affected the culture and
social structure in Turkic societies. The painful trans-
formation to free market economy and the change in
social infrastructure and state ideology led to dramat-
ic change in demographic dynamics of the countries.

In this context, identifying problems and find-
ing solutions very much depend on the development
of new techniques and methods of study, especially,
taking into account every particular social sphere as
the study object in Central Asian countries that cele-
brate their 20" year of independence. This will bring
more daring and effective formula to cope with not
only the social and economic consequences of tran-
sition to market economy, but also, to adapt to the
effects of globalization in the region. Furthermore,
assessing these problems would be only possible by
strengthening civil society through new solidarity
groups where Turkic communities have easy access
to participation and have the freedom of their self-
expression.
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A. CyneiimaHoB
Connonoruyeckuii aHajau3 TIOPKCKHUX coodmecTs Cpeaneil A3uu B roabl He3aBUCHMOCTH

I'moGanpHOCTH, Oynyum siBneHueMm Havaia 90-X romoB, crana JIEHCTBUTEIBHOCTBIO COBPEMEHHOTO MEpHOIA M MPEBpaTHIACH
B MupoByto cucrteMy XXI Beka. CerofHs He TOJIBKO IOCYIapCcTBa, FOCYIApCTBEHHE MEXaHH3MBbI, MEKILYyHAPOIHbIC MOJIUTHYECKUE
OpraHu3aluy, HO B TO XK€ BPEMs YIKOHOMHYECHUKHE CETH, KOMIIaHUH, (aOpuKH, GOpMbI pa3BiIeueHUIl, KaTerOPUH, JaXe pa3iIMYHbIe
MHOTOHMJICHTHYHBIE THUIIBI JIIOJIEH CTAIN 4acThio NI00AIBHOM ceT. Mup, IpeBpamiasch B €AWHBIH OpPraHH3M Ha BEpIIMHE, B OCHOBE
JIEITUTCS Ha MHOYKECTBO €JHHHUIL, UIICHTHYHOCTEH 1 KaTeropuii (MoHsTHiT). B pamkax copMupoBaHHOMN ITT00AIEHOCTEI0 MHOTO3HAYHOCTH
pas3nuyus, ¢ OHOW CTOPOHBI, 0OPETAIOT I00ATEHOE U3MEPEHHE, a C IPYTON — paCTBOPSIOTCS B cpelie Oomee I00aabHbBIX IEHHOCTEH.

B naHHO# cTaThe paccMaTpHUBAIOTCS BBIILICYKa3aHHBIC U3MEPEHHS IVI00AIbHOCTH, PACLICHUBAIOTCS BO3/ICHCTBHE M MOCIE/ICTBUSA
D100abHBIX LEHHOCTEH (3HaHHUE, JTMYHOCTb, IEMOKpATHS, IIpaBa YeJOBEKa, PhIHOYHAs HKOHOMHKA, BEPXOBEHCTBO IIpaBa U JIp.) Ha
TIOPKCKMH MHUP M TIOPKCKHE COOOIIECTBA B OBl HE3aBUCHMOCTH.

Knrouesnle cnosa: rnobanusaiys, TIOPKCKUH MUp, TFOPKCKHE cOO0IIeCTBa.

A. CyneiimaHoB
Toayeuci3nik skpu1gapbinaarbl OpTa ASHSIHBIH TYPiK KaybIMAACTBIKTAPBIHA COLHOIOTHSIIBIK TAJIAY

90-KpUIIApFa TOH KYOBUIBIC peTiHe ahaHIBUIBIK OYTiHT1 KYHHIH HIBIHAWBLIBIFEI PETiHIE O0omy/aa oHe 21 FaChIPABIH QJIEMIIK
XKyHeciHe aiiHanbl. ByiHT1 TaHIa TEK MEMIIEKETTep, MEMIICKETTIK MEXaHU3M/IEP, XaIbIKapalblK Casich YHbIMaap FaHa eMec, COHBIMEH
KaTap SKOHOMHKAIBIK JKeNiiep, KOMIAHMIap, (adpHKamap MEH KaTeropusiap, TilTi agamuap Aa skahaHABIK KeNiHIH MyIIeciHe
aftHanaer. Kaneimrackan skahaHABUTBIKTEIH aschiHAa Oipi jkahaHABIK esmiemre aifHaica, €KiHIII JKaFbIHaH Oacka na skahaHIBIK
KYH/IBUIBIKTAp apachlH/ia KeHIHeH Tapasy/a.

Aranran Makanazna xkahaHAbUIBIKTBIH JKOFapblia KOpCeTUIreH esmemaepi, jkahauIplK KyHIBUIBIKTapAbH (OimiM, TyJiFa,
JIEMOKPATHsI, a71aM KYKBIFbl, HAPBIKTHIK YKOHOMHKA, YKOFapbl OMITIK JKoHE T.0.) TOYeICi3IiK XKbULIAPbIHAAFB! TYPIK dJIeMiHe )KoHEe TYPIiK
KaybIM/JIaCTBIFBIHA 9CEPi MEH HATIIKEIepi KapacThIPbUIFaH.

Tyiiin ce30ep: xahannany, TYpiK a1eMi, TYpiK KaybIMJaCTBIKTAPEL
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