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THE GREENING OF AMERICA’S YOUTH:
REMARKS ON ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS

A popular cause among students at America’s
universities is a deep concern for the welfare of the
natural environment. This interest in promoting and
protecting the natural environment, sometimes called
the «green movement,» is a growing social and
political force in the United States. My subject in this
essay concerns how study of the liberal could benefit
students committed to the protection of the nature.
Since my own area is the history of philosophy, I will
illustrate this point with a discussion of how the study
of the history of philosophy could have a beneficial
effect on the green movement in two respects. First,
the study of the history of philosophy could be an
important intellectual resource for the green
movement in that it may supply theoretical resources
to support their conviction that human beings should
bring humility and restraint to their interactions with
the natural environment. Second, the study of the
history of philosophy can act as a check on the
dangerous enthusiasms to which the green movement
might be prone. I consider an example of each of these
benefits below.

1. Cartesian Reflections on Humility before
the Natural Order.

That there is no teleology in nature is a belief
held by a significant majority of scientists. According
to the standard scientific view, ascribing goals and
purposes to natural things does no explanatory work
and is merely the product of an antiquated
anthropomorphic view of nature. Though this
rejection of teleology (final causes) is now widely
accepted, what is not as well known is that one of
the first scientists to reject final causes — René
Descartes — was motivated by religious
considerations to do so. In the Fourth Meditation of
his Meditations on First Philosophy, Descartes
expressed his rejection of final causes in the
following terms:

I now know that my own nature is very weak
and limited, whereas the nature of God is immense,
incomprehensible and infinite. I also know without
more ado that he is capable of countless things whose
causes are beyond my knowledge. And for this reason
alone I consider the customary search for final causes
to be totally useless in physics; there is considerable
rashness in thinking myself capable of investigating
the <impenetrable> purposes of God [1].

Though Descartes did not make the following
point explicitly, it is easy to read this passage as
countenancing the need for greater humility in our
attitudes toward and interactions with nature. In this,
members of the green movement could benefit from
considering the resources that their position might
gain by investigating what impact a theistically
motivated rejection of teleology in the natural sciences
might have upon current attitudes to nature.

2. Kantian Reflections on the Enthusiasms of
the Environmental Movement.

The danger of an excess of enthusiasm for
nature’s welfare is that it may induce an obsession
with environmental issues that leads to a denial of
the special dignity of human life. Evidence that the
movement has this potential is found in the activities
of radical green terrorists groups, such as ALF
(Animal Liberation Front) and ELF (Earth
Liberation Front). ELF, for instance, took credit for
burning down a U.S. Forest Service Research
Facility in Irvine, PA that did $700,000 dollars
worth of damage. The Forest Service’s «crime» was
managing and selling rights that allowed companies
to harvest timber and drill for oil. Though this
attack is far from the most costly terrorist attack
conducted by ELF, it was a particularly chilling
attack because of the statement released by ELF
following the attack. The text of the statement
included the following passage:
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The diverse efforts of this revolutionary force
cannot be contained, and will only continue to
intensify as we are brought face to face with the
oppressor in inevitable, violent confrontation. We
will stand up and fight for our lives against this
iniquitous civilization until its reign of TERROR is
forced to an end — by any means necessary. [2]

The clear message of this declaration is that
those who perform acts that are deemed to hurt the
environment — such as harvesting timber — will be
subject to violent resistance, including the use of lethal
force. Though this sort of attitude reflects a very small
minority opinion of those in the green movement, it
does illustrate the dangers to which an excess of
enthusiasm in the movement can be prone. It can lead
to a denial of the special dignity of human life. As I
detail below, one possible corrective to this danger
would be provided by the study of the Immanuel
Kant’s moral philosophy.

In the second section of his Groundwork for a
Metaphysics of Morals, Immanuel Kant argued
powerfully for the special dignity of human life,
grounding that dignity in our rational capacity to
perform free actions for which we are rightly held
morally accountable. This special dignity of human
beings is reflected in the humanity formulation of
Kant’s fundamental moral principle, the categorical
imperative. The formula of humanity of the
categorical imperative commands, to paraphrase Kant,
that one should always treat rational beings, including
oneself, as having intrinsic worth, and should never
treat them merely as means or instruments. To
emphasize this point, Kant notes that each person has
worth and not mere market value (like a commodity)
and thus is deserving of respect. Persons are not
things and should not be treated as if they were.

Kant’s moral system thus provides an
important counterpoint and moderating force to the
excesses to which the green movement might
otherwise be prone. In our zeal to raise concern for
nature, it is absolutely crucial that we not sacrifice
the special dignity of human beings. The study of
Kant’s moral philosophy can thus provide an
important corrective to the excesses to which the
green movement might fall prey.

3. Conclusion.

The virtues of concern and love for the
environment can be profound. However, it is

important that this passion is informed and guided
by a strong intellectual base. Today I have argued
that an important part of this intellectual base can be
found in the study of the history of philosophy, and
have illustrated this claim with two examples. The
first, from Descartes, illustrates how the history of
philosophy can provide intellectual resources to
support the legitimacy of the green movement. The
second, from Immanuel Kant, illustrates how such
study can provide an important antidote to the
dangerous enthusiasms to which any political
movement can be prone.

In closing, I am put in mind of William Butler
Yeats’ haunting poem, «The Second Coming» and
particularly the following verse:

The blood-dimmed tide is
everywhere

The ceremony of innocence is drowned;

The best lack all conviction, while the worst

Are full of passionate intensity. [3]

By informing and tempering its passion with a
strong intellectual base, it is hoped that the green
movement might prove the reverse of Yeats’
haunting line so that we can say of its members:

«The best are full of passionate intensity while
the worst lack all conviction.»
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sokok

Jswxenne ««3enenpix» B CIIA mpencraBuser co0oit
OONBIIYI0 TOJIMTHYECKYI0O M COLHMAJbHYI0 CcHIy.  ABTOp
paccMaTpuBaeT poJIb UCTOPHU (GHIOCO(PHH, TyMaHUTApHBIX
JUCLMIUIMH B LIEJIOM B CTAHOBJICHHH YKOJOTUYECKOTO CO3HAHMS
U LICHHOCTEH CTY/IeHYECKOH MOJIOJICKH.

skosksk

AK]III-TaFpl «KachlIgap» KO3FaJIbIChl YIKEH CasiCH JKOHE
QNIEyMETTIK KYILIKE He. ABTOP CTYACHTTIK KacTapJbIH JKOJIO-
THSUIBIK, CaHAChl MEH KYHBUIBIKTAPBIHBIH KAaJBIITACYyBIHIAFbI
¢unocopuss TapUXBIHBIH PONiH, TyMaHHTAPIBIK IOHAEPL
JKaJIIbl KapacThIpaibl.
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B.B. Ko3nos

HAPAIUTMAJIBHBIE OCOBEHHOCTH
HUHTETPATABHOM IICUXOJIOT A

Mexny MHOMXKECTBOM IIKOJ COBPEMEHHOM
MICUXOJIOTHA W MHTETPATUBHOU MapajurMO, WHTe-
TPaTUBHBIM BHJEHHEM dYEIOBEKa CYIIECTBYET TITy-
00KOe pasauuue.

MHorue McuXxoJI0rnueckrie napajaurmMel (Kak B
TEOPETHYECKOM, TaK U B MPAKTHYECKOM aCIIEKTax) B
KOHEYHOM HTOr'€ YKOPEHEHbI B MEXaHHCTUYECKOM
BugeHun (Oyab TO (QU3HOIOTHYECKas, OMXeBHOPU-
CTHYECKasl WM TICHUXOaHAIUTH4ecKass cxema). OHu
paboTaroT ¢ aHAIMTHYECKOH KapTUHOW NICUXUKH.

WuTterpatuBHas MoAeib, Kak Ha OOBSICHUTENb-
HOM, TaK M Ha BO3JISHCTBYIOIIEM YPOBHSIX YKOpEHEHA
B IEJIOCTHOM, OPTraHMYECKOM, ToJOorpaduIecKoM
BujieHnH. OHA paboTaeT ¢ IENOCTHBIMH, TeIITaTbT-
HBIMU COCTOSIHUSIMU [1].

MupoBO33pEHYECKUM OKOM HMHTETPATUBHON Me-
TOJIOJNIOTUM  SIBJISIETCSI TIPHHIMI 1LIJIOCTHOCTH, KO-
TOPBI TOApa3syMeBaeT IOHMMAaHUE ICUXHUKU Kak
YpEe3BbIUAITHO CJI0XKHOM, OTKPBITON, MHOTOYPOBHEBOM,
CaMOOPTaHM3YIOMIEHCS ~ CHCTEMBI,  OOJamaromieit
CIIOCOOHOCTBIO TOJIEP)KUBATH Ce0sl B COCTOSTHUH
JMHAMHYECKOTO PAaBHOBECHS W TIPOM3BOAUTH HOBBHIC
CTPYKTYPBI M HOBbIE ()OPMBI OpPTaHN3AIINH.

IloHATHS «IIETOCTHBIA IIOAXOI», «IIEIOCTHAS
JUYHOCTBY» MHCHOJIB30BATUCH JAaBHO M Pa3HBIMU
HaNpaBJeHUSIMA W IIKOJAMH TICHXOJIOTUH: OT Tell-
TaNbT U TYMaHUCTUYECKON TICUXOJIOTHH JI0 OTEUYECT-
BEHHBIX HaNpaBJICHUH (KyJIbTYpPHO-UCTOPUUYECKUA,
JEeSATeTFHOCTHBIA MONXOB! U T.1.). BeposiTHO, camu
MOHATHS «IENb» W «UEN0e» ITHMOJIOTHYECKH
CBsi3aHBl (TO-Tpeueckd TeAOC — CBEpLICHHUE, 3aBep-
[IeHUe; OKOHYaHWeE, BHICIIAs TOYKa, IMpeies, Ielb;
TeAel0C — 3aKOHUYCHHBIN, ITOJHBIN, CBEPITMBITHICS;
OKOHYATENIbHBIHN, KpaiHuii, coBepuieHHbIH). JlocTu-
JKEHUE 1LIeJM OJHOBPEMEHHO O3HAuYaeT M 3aBepliie-
HUE NeHCTBUS, 3aMbIKaHUE KPyra, BOCXOXKICHHE K
MIOJTHOTE, COBEPILIEHCTBY, KpacoTe.

Ilens gocturaercss Torga, KOTrAa OKa3bIBAa€TCs
ITOCTPOEHHBIM COBEPIICHHOE CHMMETPHYHOE I[eJIOe.
Tompko B HacTosiiee BpeMsi, Ha pyOerke BEKOB, KOTa
3HAHMSA O TICUXHKE YeIOBEKa MOMOHIIOTCS HE TOJIBKO
3a CYeT YMCTO HAayYHbIX McCleAoBaHuil (B o0mieM mno-
HUMaHHUH 3TOT0), a ellle M 3a CYET CYIIECTBOBABIINX
BCET/Ia B KaueCTBE CKPBITHIX I30TEPUUECKUX 3HAHUM,
MOXKHO TOBOPHTH O 0oJee ILEIOCTHOM MOHUMAaHWU
TOTO, YTO TaKOE YeJIOBEK M ero cozHanue. I B aToM
CMBICTIE 3a/1a9a TICHXOJIOTa (HEBAYKHO, KaKOH COIHO-
JUTMaTUYECKOW MPUHAIIEKHOCTH), KOTOPAsi MbITaeT-
Csl TIOHATh UHTETPATHBHYIO METOJIOJIOTHIO, COCTOUT B
TOM, YTOOBI HAYYUTHCS BOCIIPUHIMATH PUHIIUTTHAb-
HO HEaHAJIMTHYECKHE, IIETIOCTHBIE 00pa30BaHMS.

WuTerpaTtuBHas TCHUXONOTHSI CBSA3aHA, MIPEXKIE
BCEro, C [IYXOBHBIMU IMPAKTUKAMH, C YEJIOBEKOM
Pa3BUBAIOIIMMCS, C CO3IaHUEM JUI YEJIOBEKA HOBBIX
30H CBOOOIBI Yepe3 IICUXOTEXHHUYECKOE OCBOCHHUE
Mupa. B 3ToM nporiecce BepBbie CO34al0TCA HOBBIE
BO3MOJKHOCTH [JEHWCTBHH M OOCTOSTEILCTBA, HOBBLIE
CBOOOJIHBIC TIPOCTPAHCTBA, KOTOPBIE, IO CYTH,
SIBJISTFOTCSI MHCTPYMEHTAMHU aJbHEHIIIETO Pa3BUTHS.
W xaxnyio crueayoniyro 30HY CBOOOIBI HYIKHO
BHOBb 3aBOCBHIBATH TBOPUCCKUMH aKTaMH, a HE
MaHUITYJISITUBHBIMU WM PEPOIYIUPYIOUTUMU i~
CTBUSMU [2].

Heynaunple DNONBITKM TPOBECTU  pa3iuyue
MEXJly AYXOBHOCTBIO W PEIUTHEH, IO BCEW BUAM-
MOCTH, SIBJISIFOTCS CaMbIM TIJIABHBIM HMCTOYHUKOM
HEIIPaBUJIBHOTO TOHHMMAHHS CBSI3M MEXIYy akKaje-
MUYECKON IICUXOJNOrueil u penurueu. /[yXxoBHOCTH
OCHOBBIBAE€TCA Ha HEIMOCPEICTBEHHBIX MEpPEeKUBa-
HUSIX HEOOBIYHBIX W3MEPEHHU peallbHOCTH W He
00s13aTeIPHO TpeOyeT TOro, dYTOOBI KOHTAKT C
00’KECTBEHHBIM OCYIIIECTBIUICS B 0COOOM MECTe HIN
yepe3 OQUIHMATbHO Ha3zHa4YeHHOro dyenoBeka. OH
[TO/Ipa3yMeBaeT COBEPIIEHHO OCOOBIE OTHOIICHHS
MEXIy WHANBUAOM U KOCMOCOM H IO CYTH CBOEH
SIBJISIETCSI IMYHBIM JICJIOM YeJIOBEKA.

MUCTHKH OCHOBBIBAIOT CBOM YOEKICHHS Ha
SMITUPUIECKUX CBUIETENbCTBaX. OHU HE HYKIAIOT-
Ccsi B IIEPKBSAX U XpaMax: cpela, B KOTOPOH OHHU
MEPEKUBAIOT CBSIICHHBIE HU3MEPEHUsS] PEaNbHOCTH,
BKITIOYasi CBOE€ O0KECTBO — ATO MX TEJNO W MPUPOAA,
a BMECTO O(UIMAILHOTO CBAIICHHUKA UM TpeOyeT-
cs MOAJEpKUBArONIasi TPyIIa COMCKaTeael Ui xe
PYKOBOJICTBO YUHUTENS, KOTOPHIM o0OimamaeT O0ib-
ITUM ONBITOM BO BHYTPEHHEM ITyTCHICCTBUH, YEM
OHH CaMH.

HcrokoM Bcex BENUKHUX PENUTHM MOCTYKUIU
MPOBUIYECKHE MTEPEKUBAHUSI UX OCHOBATENEH, TIpO-
POKOB, CBSTBIX, M Ja)K€ OOBIYHBIX TOCIICIOBATEIICH.
Bce Benmmuaitmme pgyxoBHble mcaHus (Bensr,
Ymaaumanpl, OYIOUHCKUAN TATMHACKAKA  KaHOH,
bu6musa, Kopan, Kuura MopmMOoHOB U MHOTHE
JIPyTUE) OCHOBAHBI HA HEMOCPEJICTBEHHBIX JIMYHBIX
OTKpOBEeHMX. Kak TOJNBKO pENUrusi CTaHOBUTCS
OpTraHU30BaHHON, OHA COBEPIICHHO YyTPadMBaCT
CBSI3b C JyXOBHBIM HCTOKOM U TpeBpamiacTcs B
CBETCKMM HWHCTUTYT, HCHOJB3YIOIIUN TyXOBHBIE
HY>XIIbl YEJIOBEKa, HE YJIOBIETBOpssA HX. Bmecto
9TOTO OHA CO3JAa€T HEPAPXUUYECKYIO0 CHCTEMY, CO-
CpPENOTOYEHHYIO Ha BJIACTH, KOHTPOJIE, MOIUTHKE,
JIeHbprax, oOJamaHuM W Ha JPYTHX MHPCKUX
HHTEpEecax.



