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HOW SOCIAL INEQUALITY BEGETS
SOCIAL INSTABILITY IN NORTHERN NIGERIA

In the north of Nigeria, the traditional hegemony has built an enduring multifaceted system of
oppression that the local politicians maintain and benefit from. In this context, social exclusion and
institutional stratification corelate to each other in describing a system of hegemony that is especially
designed to deprive millions of people the basic needs in life, conditioning a large army of youths
to a hapless and hopeless social underclass. Social instability herein vividly depicts break down of
social order, separatist movements in all the three main regions of the country, terrorism, extrajudicial
killings, human kidnapping for ransoms, broad day atrocities, most of which are all too familiar even
to the outside world. Additionally, the conditions of living in northern Nigeria, best described as gro-
tesque poverty and inequality has attracted a lot of research work in different fields of social sciences
both within and outside the country. It has been observed that the theories and explanations proffered
on the issue have not provided any significant solution, therefore there is a need for interdisciplinary
approach. To achieve this objective, the authors have taken the perspectives of economic sociology
for a critical and analytical approach by employing novel tools to detect asymmetries of systems of
social institutions and their concrete relationship with a range of social outcomes. Thus, it has become
possible to detect those asymmetries and the concrete ways they influence the extant institutions.
Further still, this work explores the inequality problems by making a careful appraisal of the intrinsic
relationships inherent of structures and agents, their contributions to social instabilities in the north of
the country. The authors used combined methods of primary observation and secondary data to allow
a cursory look into how social inequality underlies social instability now too ubiquitous in northern
Nigeria.
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Karait aaneyMeTTik TeHCI3AIK COATYCTiK Hurepusaarbi
9ACYMETTIK TYPAKCbI3AbIKTbI TYAbIPAAbI

CoATycTiK Hurepusaa ASCTYPAI rereMoHUst XKepriAikTi casgcaTkepAep KOAAAWTbIH X8He yTaTblH
TYPaKThl, KOMXKaKTbl €3ri XXYMeCiH KYpAbl. BYA TYpFblAQ 9AEYMETTIK OKlLUAyAdy MEH MHCTUTYLIMOHAAADI
cTpatMUKaLMS MUAAMOHAAFAH aAaMAAPAbI HEri3ri eMipAIK KaXKeTTIAIKTEPAEH aiblpy YLUIH apHaibl
>KaCaKTaAFaH rereMoHusi >KyMeciH cunattayaa 6ip-6ipiMeH KoppeAsiumsi >KacamAbl, >KacTapAblH
YAKEH apMMSICbIH KaMFbl-KACipeT MeH YMITCi3 8AeyMEeTTIK TOeMEHri CbiHbINKa aiHaAablpaabl. EAaiH,
COATYCTIrHAEI SAEYMETTIK TYPaKCbI3AbIK, — OYA KOFaMAbIK, TOPTIMTi Oy3y, eAAiH OapAbiK, yL
arMarblHAAFbl CENApPaTUCTIK KO3FaAbICTAp, TEPPOPU3M, COTCbI3 BAIM Ka3achl, TOAEM YILIH apaM YpAay,
>Kannam Kartbire3aik, 6yAapAbIH KOMLIAIri cbipTKbl aAemre aAe Geariai. CoHbiMeH Kartap, HurepusiHbiH
COATYCTITIHAET TPOTECKIAIK KeAEeMAIK MeH TeHCI3AIK Aen cunaTtTaAFraH eMmip Cypy >KaFaarAapbl
SAEYMETTIK FbIAbIMAAPADBIH, OPTYPAI CaAaAapblHAQ iWIKi >X8HEe XaAblKQpPaAblK, AEHreraAe KenTereH
3epTTeyAep Xyprizai. Ocbl Moceae GOMbIHILIA YCbIHbIAFAH TEOPUSIAAP MEH TYCIHIKTEeMeAep eLlKaHAamn
MaHbI3AbI LIeWiMAEepre akeAMereHi GankaAbl, COHABIKTAH MaHapaAbIK, TaCiA KaxeT. Ocbl MakcaTka
>KETY YIIiH aBTOP SAEYMETTIK MHCTUTYTTap >KYMEAepiHiH aCMMMETPUSCbIH >KoHe OAapAbiH OipkaTap
SAEYMETTIK HOTMXKEAEPMEH CreumM@mrKaAblK, GarMAaHbICbIH allyAbIH >KaHa KypPaAAapbiH KOAAAHbIM,
CblHM >K8HE aHAAMTMKAAbIK, KO3KapacC YLWiH 3KOHOMMKAAbIK, SAEYMETTaHYAbIH MepcrekTMBaAapbiH
Kabbinpaabl. OcblAalilla, OCbl aCMMMETPUSIAAPAbI K8HE OAAPAbIH KOAAAHBICTaFbl MHCTUTYTTapFa acep
eTYiHiH HaKTbl TOCIAAEPIH aHbIKTayFa MyMKiHAIK Tyabl. CoHbIMEH KaTap, ByA Makaasa KypblAbIMAAP
MEH areHTTepre TeH ilWKi KaTbIHACTapAbl, OAAQPAbIH, €AAIH COATYCTIFHAEr 9AEYMETTIK TYPaKCbI3AbIKKA
KOCKAH YAECIH MyKMST OGaraAay apKblAbl TEHCI3AIK MBCEAEAepi KapacTbIpblAFaH. ABTOP Kasipri kesae
HurepusiHblH, COATYCTIriHAE KeH TapaAFaH ©9AeyMETTIK TYpPaKCbI3AbIKTbIH HEri3iHAE oAeyMeTTiK
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TEHCI3AIKTIH, XKaTKaHbIH OHAM Kapay YLIiH aAfawkbl 6aKkbiAdy MEH eKiHLIi PeTTi AepekTep aAicTepiH
KOAAQHAbI.
TyiiH ce3aep: KeAEMAIK, DAEYMETTIK TEHCI3AIK, TYPAKCbI3AbIK, HUrepusiHbIH COATYCTIrI.
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Kak coumarbHOe HepaBeHCTBO MOXeT ObiTb MPUYMHON
CouMaAbHOM HecTabuabHOCTH B CeBepHoii Hurepum

Ha ceBepe Hwurepun TpaaMUMOHHAsi TereMOHWsl BbICTPOMAA YCTOMUMBYID MHOTOrpPaHHYIO
CUCTeMy YrHETEHMS, KOTOPYIO MeCTHble MOAMTUKU MOAAEPXKMBAIOT U M3BAEKAIOT M3 Hee Bbiroay. B
3TOM KOHTEKCTEe COLIMaAbHasi M30ASLUMS M UHCTUTYLMOHAAbHAs CTpaTUgUKaLUS KOPPEAUPYIOT APYr
C APYrOM B OMUCAHUWM CUCTEMbl F€reMOHUM, KOTOPasi CMeLMaAbHO NMpeAHas3HauyeHa AAS TOro, 4ToObl
AVILLIMTb MMUAAMOHbBI AIOAE OCHOBHbIX >KM3HEHHbIX MoTpebHOCTel, npeBpallas GOAbLIYIO apMUIO
MOAOAEXM B HECUACTHbIN 1 BE3HAAEXKHDINA COLMAAbHbIN HM3WKMI KAacC. CoupanbHas HECTabUAbHOCTb
Ha ceBepe CTpaHbl MPeACTaBAsSIET COOOM paspylueHue OO6LECTBEHHOrO MOPSAKA, CenapaTmcrckue
ABUXXEHUS BO BCEX TPEX OCHOBHbIX PErvoHax CTPaHbl, TEPPOPU3M, BHECYAEOHbIE Ka3HU, NMOXULLEHUE
AIOAEN C LEAbIO MOAYYEHMS BbIKYMa, MAaCCOBble 3BEPCTBA, HOABLUMHCTBO M3 KOTOPbIX OYE€Hb XOPOLLIO
U3BECTHbl AaXKe BHellHeMy Mupy. Kpome TOro, ycAoBMS KM3HM Ha ceBepe Hurepuu, Aydule Bcero
OMUCbIBaeMble KaK rpOTeCcKHasi 6EAHOCTb M HEPABEHCTBO, NMPUBAEKAU YK€ MHOXXECTBO MCCAEAOBAHUM
B Pa3AMUHbIX OOAACTSX COLMAAbHbIX HAyK KaK BHYTPM CTpaHbl, TaK M 3a ee npeaesamu. bbiro
3aMeYeHo, YTO TEOPUM 1 OOBSICHEHUS!, MPEAAOXKEHHbBIE MO STOMY BOMPOCY, HE NMPUBEAU K KaKMM-AMGO
CYLLECTBEHHbIM PELLEHMSIM, MO3TOMY CYLLECTBYET MNOTPEOHOCTb B MEXXAUCLIUITAMHAPHOM MOAXOAE. AAS
AOCTUXKEHUS 3TOM LLeAW aBTOP MPUHSA NepcrnekTUBbl SKOHOMWYECKOM COLLUOAOTUMN AASI KPUTUUYECKOTO
M aHAAMTMYUECKOrO MOAXOAQ, UCMOAb3Y$S HOBblE MHCTPYMEHTbI AASl OOHAPYXKEHUSI aCUMMETPUM CUCTEM
COUMAABHBIX MHCTUTYTOB M MX KOHKPETHOM B3aMMOCBS3U C PSIAOM COLIMAAbHBIX Pe3yAbTaToOB. Taknm
006pa3oM, CTaAO BO3MOXHbIM 0BHapY>KMBaTb 3TW aCUMMETPUU U KOHKPETHbIE CMOCOObl UX BAMSIHUS
Ha CylecTByloWme UHCTUTYTbl. Kpome Toro, B 3Ton paboTe MCCAeAYIOTCS NPOOGAEMbl HEPABEHCTBA
NnyTem TLIATEAbHOM OLLEHKM BHYTPEHHMX OTHOLUEHWIA, MPUCYLLMX CTPYKTYpPam M areHTam, MX BKAAAQ
B COLMAAbHYIO HECTABMABHOCTb Ha CeBepe CTpaHbl. ABTOP MCMOAb30BaA KOMOUHMPOBAHHbBIE METOAbI
NMepBUYHOr0 HaBAIOAEHMS M BTOPUUHBIX AQHHbIX, YTOObI MOXHO ObIAO AErKO B3rASHYTb Ha TO, Kak
COUMAAbHOE HEPABEHCTBO AEXMUT B OCHOBE COLMAAbHOM HECTabMAbHOCTM, KOTOpasi CenyYac LIMPOKO
pacnpoctpaHeHa B CeBepHoit Hurepum.

KatoueBble cAoBa: 6eAHOCTb, COLMAAbHAsi HEPABEHCTBO, HeCTabMALHOCTH, ceBep Hurepuu.

Introduction

A stark social reality is starring the North of Ni-
geria, whereas there seems to be no specific solutions
in sight to confront enduring socio-economic chal-
lenges. Upon securing what seems de facto nominal
independence after decades of colonial dominion,
the young African states soon confronted the reali-
ties of running societies with complex political, eco-
nomic and socio-cultural as well as administrative
systems, for which they were ill-prepared. Nigeria
has been struggling with the task of nation-building
since its independence in 1960 (Okorie, 2016). The
new country, it was also alleged — inherited inexpe-
rienced leaders who lacked national consciousness
and constituency and were more tuned to the sub-
verted indigenous ethos of government and culture.
By 1960 most of those who took over the reins of
power from Britain had a very short experience in
democratic governance while those in the North had
also only a modicum of western education. (ibid)

Of the many challenges the young Nigerian
state faced — and continues to face to date — was the
search for the principles by which to consolidate
and cohere the society. Not surprising, at the dec-
laration of independence from the Great Britain in
1960, the young country recorded an estimated 45.2
million people, with three main regions namely the
Yoruba dominant in the West, the Igbo in the east
and the Hausa-Fulani in the vast north (Wikipedia).
These three regions are also home to no fewer than
250 ethnic groups with distinct languages, diverse
cultures, and political interests. Lacking the politi-
cal and economic wisdom to cohere the society, lo-
cal politicians resorted to patronizing the traditional
leaders for society consolidation. This patronage
has consequentially empowered the traditional lead-
ers to assume supreme power over the legitimately
elected politicians, even though they (traditional
leaders) remain an informal institution not accorded
any constitutional supremacy. This marked the be-
ginning of a patron-client political system that will
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have lasting consequences for the country’s political
life.

The illegitimacy and indeed the moral and ethi-
cal bankruptcy, of the multiple and overlapping net-
works of customary and modern governance have
created vast space of alienation and social exclusion
in a world where the armies of impoverished youth
were neither citizens nor subjects, a social landscape
for the politics of resentment to fester (McGovern
2012; Chaveau and Richards 2008). Rural and ur-
ban, federal and local, religious and secular, cus-
tomary and modern, the crises of authority were all
instrumental in the processes that created a rural and
urban underclass, alienated and excluded from the
worlds of legitimate authority, and from the market
order. These floating populations — the lumpen pro-
letariat, Quranic students and land-poor peasants in
the northern parts of the country, the unemployed
youth in the south east detached from the old geron-
tocracy order, unable to pursue their measures of
personal advancement through marriage, patronage,
and work. Existentially, young men, unanchored
from social, civic and political structures, occupied
a social space of massively constricted possibility, in
a world where economic recession and the dreadful
logic of provisioning and self-interest deprived mil-
lions of the basic needs in life, conditioned to a hap-
less and hopeless social underclass. Thus, the youth
in these regions was, by default, nothing much of an
extended social category as a permanent way of life
(Watts, 2017).

The logic of indigeneity and indeed, the le-
gitimacy of community forms of rule encoded
within the constitution, in effect institutionalized
a parallel system of governance represented by
chieftaincy in the south and emirate rule in the
north. In this multi-ethnic political drama, indi-
genes looked to customary, or traditional institu-
tions as a source of legitimacy and authority, and
nowhere more so than around question of access
to and control over land (ibid). The patronage po-
litical tradition has inevitably cumulated in insti-
tutional corruption and lack of credibility for the
holders of public offices. Institutional corruption
here means contracts undone, breach of trusts or
pervasive dishonesty, damaged investment envi-
ronment, failing infrastructures and massive eco-
nomic loss, youth marginalization and an inescap-
able break down in social order. The centripetal
tendentious patronage of the traditional hegemo-
ny by the legitimate community rulers has proved
counterproductive by the centrifugal tendentious
institutional failure and existential predicament
now starring the nation.
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While all this provided the context for the first
steps towards the construction of early versions of
patron-client relations along ethnic, regional and
party lines, the resources with which to fund the
supporting networks came in greater abundance in
the post-civil war period of oil boom when Nigeria
became awash in petrol-naira, thanks largely to ‘the
two great oil price shocks of 1973 and 1979’ that
ensured that ‘staggering new revenues poured into’
the country. This massive oil rents helped the politi-
cians fed their patrons upon whom they depend for
political nominations and success at elections, much
to the chagrin of the unsuspecting voters.

The goal of this paper is not to reproduce the
arguments and theories on the theme, but merely
to point to the linkage between institutional strati-
fication and existential predicament and the way
in which information from each can, perhaps help
throw light on our interpretation of the other. His-
torically, the authorities of African feudal lords
have never been catalysts for progress, safe only
for promoting debilitating internecine wars, pil-
laging communities and slave raiding. Sadly, we
see the reminiscence of this hapless past in con-
temporary Africa. Once again 62% of Africans are
living precariously and are susceptible to slavery,
(GSI, 2018). Africans are being shipped across the
Atlantic in the most inhuman conditions to places
where they are treated with hostility and indigna-
tion, slaving away only to remit money home to
impoverished relatives. A clear indication that the
African economy lacks the capacity to absorb its
able bodied, employable youths.

Table 1 — Estimated vulnerability to modern slavery. Source:
Global Slavery Index 2018

lacking basic Dis-
Country neads inequality | enfranchised
groups
Nigeria 41.3 50.2 47.1

But if, as has been the case after the end of colo-
nization all over Africa that economic production is
much below that capacity to absorb the ever-grow-
ing army of youths that form the bulk of the African
population, it would appear logical to devise doable
social development initiatives to garner the under-
used capacity of the continent’s economy to address
society’s challenges. Mass job-creating initiatives
such as building Community Parks, constructing
bridges and access roads; river channelization are
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all doable community development projects. Plan-
tations on partnership or contract bases are capable
of transforming subsistent peasant farming into
modern extensive farming that will, in turn, lead to
efficiency in food storage and distribution. Initia-
tives to build new towns, infrastructures and a raft
of others, executed exclusively with the local labour
forces would all have the additional advantage of
triggering the private sector investment and job cre-
ation that would help overcome lack of economic
capacity.

These never happened when Africans were be-
ing massively shipped to slave on plantations in
the Americas, it never happened when Africans la-
boured on plantations under colonization. And al-
though food production in Nigeria, at best, contin-
ues to be at the subsistence level, yet all the legacy
of colonial systematized mass agricultural produc-
tion, functioning urban infrastructures have all be-
come derelict followed by barbaric plundering of
the assets. In Nigeria, none of the attempts to restore
the systems has yielded any significant result.

The goals and objectives

The central objective of this paper, therefore, is
to detect the asymmetries of systems that effect so-
cial inequality and the attendant wake of instability
in the society. The hypothesis for this article is to
proof the correlations between age-long inequality
and instability in the north of Nigeria that social in-
stability results from difficulties being felt by people
and communities within a system and space where
distribution is inequitably constructed through hege-
mony (Mehretu et al. 2000). Systemic or hegemonic
marginality differs from market-induced marginal-
ity because it defies market reforms as a corrective
measure. Mainly because it stems from a conscious
plan by an existing hegemony to perpetuate its polit-
ical control, social exclusion and economic exploi-
tation (Mingione, 1996). The history of hegemonic
marginality is considered specific to each commu-
nity relative to the historical configuration of power
within it. Vivid instances of these would include the
inequity and oppression suffered under apartheid in
South Africa and Rhodesia, ethnically targeted ex-
clusionary practices in countries like Rwanda, Ethi-
opia, and Sudan, and policies that (in)advertently
marginalize ethnic and religious groups leading to
horizontal inequalities (Stewart, 2009) in countries
like Nigeria and Cote d’Ivoire where autochthony
confers and denies rights. In many African coun-
tries, it remains at the center of agitations for seces-
sion and ethnic militancy. However, the susceptibil-

ity of ethnic minorities to hegemonic marginality is
peculiar not to Africa.

The ordering of power wrought in part by the
capture of oil rents in Nigeria becomes a counter-
point to the states in Southeast Asia, where growth
and development trajectories after the World War
IT were shaped by the rise of what he calls durable
‘Authoritarian Leviathans’. These regimes arose
because contentious class-based political contests
were seen by the powerful classes as endemic and
unmanageable — meaning, they saw their security
and class positions as threatened by urban insurrec-
tion, radical redistributive demands, and communal
tensions. These threats, in short, sustained state cen-
tered coalitions and ‘protection pacts’ that facili-
tated state-building — in the first instance through
the state’s coercive apparatuses, but more generally
through building durable state institutions. But noth-
ing similar to this existed in late-colonial Nigeria
and the threat of unmanageable conflict (the Biafran
War) was undercut by the simultaneous emergence
of oil as the determinant of state revenues and politi-
cal stability. What emerged as an aftermath was not
a protection pact but an ordering of power through a
‘provisioning pact’, a resource-dependent patrimo-
nial system resting on oil rents (Watts, 2017).

Scientific research methodology

For this volume, a desk research on the funda-
mental concepts namely: ‘social exclusion’, ‘insti-
tutional stratification’ ‘social instability’ was carried
out. This was helpful for reviewing and analyzing
both national and international scientific work on
the northern Nigerian enduring poverty. Further
still, as a research method, a review and analysis of
scientific articles on the impact and the character-
istics of the was applied. The reports of the Oxford
Poverty and Human Development Index Nigeria
Country Briefing published in 2017. Source: (OPHI,
2017); data from the National Bureau of Statistics
were among the secondary analysis.

This study is descriptive and takes its base on
the indicators of empirical studies by the author.
The study mainly focuses on the scope of the in-
stitutional stratification, with particular reference to
the effects on the everyday life of millions of people
in the region.

For a better grasp of this discourse, it is impera-
tive to shed light on the meaning of the fundamental
concepts of this paper. These are: ‘social exclusion’,
‘social inequality’, ‘social instability’.

The alternative views, presented by different au-
thors on this subject raise many questions, but can-
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not be dismissed lightly because they are all based
on a detailed analysis of the prevailing situations in
that region of the country. Unfortunately, they have
all proffered solutions that lack the required vigor,
considering the scale of the problems. Paradoxical-
ly, it would also appear that the distinction between
separate forms of social institutions in the southern
and northern parts of the country has been respon-
sible for a certain reversal of the progression con-
trast between the prosperity of the former and the
deepening poverty of the latter. There is a need for
interdisciplinary analysis.

Results and discussions

All of this comes with two main lessons from
the intense and exciting time expended studying it.
The first was a great astonishment that permanently
changed the way social reproduction is perceived,
and does so permanently and quite deeply. It in-
cludes the overwhelming damages that are often
done through ill-advised and disreputable political
choices by those who exercise the power of govern-
ment. Any group of human beings can, and very
probably will, learn to misperceive and misvalue a
way of life to which they have grown accustomed
and which happens to offer them many agreeable
privileges.

Up until the mid-1960s, Nigeria was still re-
markably happy and quite a prosperous society by
the standards of Sub-Saharan Africa. But it was se-
verely damaged already by its leaders’ ineptness,
lack of visions and profligacy; and in the six years
after gaining independence, everyday life for the
immense majority of the huge population was dev-
astated by the predatory cynicism of second and al-
together more devastating military regimes leading
to the outbreak of the Biafra War. It was instructive
to see how vulnerable the life chances of a whole
population can be to the handling of its trade flows
with the world economy, and much easier to take
in and comprehend these in the case of a large and
diverse society but with a simpler and more exposed
economy like Nigeria.

Since the mid-1960s Nigeria’s political and
economic fate has fluctuated considerably, both un-
der protracted civilian rule and in the intervals of
military governments acquired through ethnic pow-
er struggle and neglect of the rule of law. But by
the start-1970s the country was already so deeply
wounded by the civil war, both as an economy and
society or assemblage of societies, that full recov-
ery or dynamic economic development were clearly
beyond it. By February 1976, you could say, Nige-
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ria had a brilliant future firmly behind it. Because it
continued to suffer a series of severe damages from
profligacy, flamboyant but deeply flawed subse-
quent leaders. No one can calculate the economic
loss of having uninspiring leaders.

Another grim lesson learnt from these years,
accordingly, was the discovery of limited capacity
of representative democracy either to guarantee its
own survival in many settings or to reverse structur-
al economic disadvantage or historically cumulative
political damage. These were not the lessons in the
comparative advantage of any competing brand of
openly autocratic rule anywhere found. They were
lessons that certainly showed in a most unwelcome
manner, why terminating colonial rule fell so far
short of establishing effective political autonomy. |
learnt the last lesson too, equally clearly if far slow-
er, from a briefer passage of consecutive study of the
history of twentieth-century revolutions, and about
what revolutions are, why they occur, why they
have the consequences which they have, and what
they mean. As sources of instruction, the relatively
peaceful and consensual decolonization of Nigeria
with its sad aftermath, and the great revolutionary
bloodbaths of the twentieth century — in Russia, Chi-
na, Chile, Mexico, Vietnam, Algeria, or Iran — were
in many ways complementary (Dunn, 2006). I found
it profoundly disconcerting to be forced to realize
how comprehensively the lives of almost everyone
in the society can be at the mercy of the competence
and scruple of their somewhat adventitious rulers.

The most important achievement of this paper
is that by making critical appraisals of the systems
and cultures prevalent in the north, it has been pos-
sible to detect the relationships between agents and
structures, the system of social exclusions, the secret
agenda being used by the hegemony to keep citizens
in the dark and thus deny them the skillset neces-
sary for a normal living. How the awareness of this
deprivation is gradually leading to resistance from
the youths. Whereas, in the prevailing situations, the
most potent levers needed to lift up the society to a
higher standard of living are incomes of the popula-
tion (groups, households and individuals) and their
social welfare, their access to material goods and
services, living conditions, and recreation. Lifting
the population out of poverty is integral to social
progress of any given society, and is considered a
continuous process, pursuant to legislations and
government policies. Thus, social progress is con-
ventionally considered a-two stage task. In the first
stage, the task is to lift up the bottom-rung popula-
tion in absolute poverty (involuntary poverty) to the
level of relative poverty, or a befitting standard of
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living, while the task in the second stage involves
elimination of absolute poverty at all fronts. Unfor-
tunately, steps in these directions are perceived as
threats and are systematically precluded in northern
Nigeria (Dobrenkov et al. 2010).

Reversion to the old ways of life leading to
the eminence of the Weberian traditional author-
ity has taken the form of serfdom and feudalism
underscored by absolute poverty and hopelessness
particularly in the northern parts of Nigeria today.
As stated by ex-president Goodluck Jonathan in
‘My Transition Hours: ‘A situation where 52.4%

of males in the northeastern region of Nigeria have
no formal Western education. The figure is even
worse when you take into account the states most-
ly affected by the insurgency. 83.3% of the male
population in Yobe state has no formal Western
education. In Borno state, it is 63.6%. Bearing this
in mind is it a coincidence that the Boko Haram in-
surgency is strongest in these two states? — (Good-
luck, 2015).

In the Oxford Poverty and Human Development
Index Nigeria Country Briefing (OPHI, 2017) the
poverty map of Nigeria’s states runs as follows:

Table 2 — Oxford Poverty and Human Development Index Nigeria Country Briefing

Zamfara Jigawa- Bauchi Sokoto- Kebbi

Katsina Gombe Taraba *Bayelsa *QOsun

92% 88% 87% 87% 86%

82.2% T7% 78% 29% 11%

* states in the south.

Arguably, there are development disparities
throughout Nigeria as can be seen in the last two
southern states. Poverty in Nigeria according to
Elombah (2011) increased from 27% in 1980 to
66% in 1996, in 1999 it increased to 70%, by 2011

it was estimated that more than 85% of Nigerians
live in poverty. Additionally, a research carried out
by an NGO called NAPED showed figures on the
incidence of poverty in the six geopolitical zones in
the country including:

Table 3 — Incidence of poverty in the Nigeria six geopolitical zones. (NAPED, 2013)

North-East North-West North-Central

South-South South-West South-East

78% 74% 70%

30% 28% 23%

the percentage of people who are poor and live on
less than five dollars a day. It can be vividly seen
from the above table that, the northern part of the

country has the largest percentage of poverty rate,
this has long become a source of concern and fierce
debates in the country.

Table 4 — Poverty and Inequality in Nigeria. National Bureau of Statistics Report (NBS, 2020)

State Poverty headcount rate Poverty gap index Squared(psoe\;e;rrti}tf yg)ap index
NIGERIA 40.09 12.85 5.63
Urban 18.04 4.47 1.68
Rural 52.10 17.42 7.78
Abia 30.67 7.15 2.59
Adamawa** 75.41 27.64 13.21
Akwa Ibom 26.82 7.25 2.74
Anambra 14.78 3.24 1.06
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Continuation of table 4

State Poverty headcount rate Poverty gap index Squared éi‘:;rzyg)ap index
Bauchi** 61.53 20.50 9.07
Bayelsa 22.61 5.25 1.89
Benue 32.90 8.43 3.05
Borno
Cross River 36.29 9.66 3.60
Delta 6.02 0.94 0.21
Ebonyi** 79.76 34.09 17.05
Edo 11.99 2.90 1.01
Ekiti 28.04 6.16 2.00
Enugu 58.13 16.00 6.34
Gombe** 62.31 20.03 8.97
Tmo 28.86 6.89 2.35
Jigawa** 87.02 38.73 20.53
Kaduna** 43.48 15.51 6.74
Kano** 55.08 15.24 5.68
Katsina** 56.42 16.18 6.50
Kebbi** 50.17 15.14 6.19
Kogi 28.51 6.19 2.01
Kwara 20.35 4.45 1.50
Lagos 4.50 0.67 0.18
Nasarawa** 57.30 16.87 6.62
Niger** 66.11 21.68 9.12
Ogun 9.32 1.63 0.44
Ondo 12.52 2.28 0.58
Osun 8.52 1.43 0.44
Oyo 9.83 1.85 0.52
Plateau** 55.05 17.80 7.61
Rivers 2391 5.46 1.73
Sokoto** 87.73 38.82 20.34
Taraba** 87.72 42.38 24.44
Yobe** 72.34 26.48 12.84
Zamfara** 73.98 24.95 10.41
FCT 38.66 9.77 3.80

* The estimates exclude Borno State. **northern states

From the table above, the disparity between
north and south states is startling, makes one won-
der what form of self-rule makes this possible. The
survey could not cover Borno state for lack of se-
curity. Borno state is the seat of the dreadful Boko
Haram insurgents. Since Yobe is the most adjacent
to Borno state, it is safe to assume that poverty level
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in the state could be as high as 92%. Yobe and Bor-
no states are also the states where Boko Haram is
forcefully campaigning against Western Education.
Meanwhile the ruling elite and the Muslim clerics
all studied at various Christian Missionary schools
established during the colonial era, they attended
universities based on Western education system,
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speak English and work in the public offices, yet
they brazenly support movements against education
for all, thereby perpetrating institutional depriva-
tion, sowing the seeds of absolute poverty.

Absolute poverty, an aftermath of social and
economic deprivation, has been described as the
state of one who lacks a certain amount of material
possessions or money. Absolute poverty or destitu-
tion refers to the one who lacks basic human needs,
which commonly includes clean and fresh water,
nutrition, health care, education, clothing, and shel-
ter. About 1.7 billion people are estimated to live in
absolute poverty in the world today. Relative pov-
erty refers to lacking a usual or socially acceptable
level of resources or income as compared with oth-
ers within a society or a country (Wikipedia 2012).
The United Nations defines poverty as: ‘A denial of
choices and opportunities, a violation of human dig-
nity’. It means a lack of basic capacity to participate
effectively in society. It means not having enough to
feed or clothe a family, not having a school or clinic
to go to, not having the land on which to grow one’s
food or a job to earn one’s living, not having access
to credit. It means insecurity, powerlessness, and
exclusion of individuals, households, and communi-
ties. It means susceptibility to violence, and it often
implies living in marginal or fragile environments,
without access to clean water or sanitation (United
Nations, 2011).

The above definition from the United Nations
agrees with Kankwenda’s words as quoted by Al-
imeka, which looked at poverty as a multidimen-
sional phenomenon that is both a state and process.
“Poverty is ... a state of deprivation or denial of the
basic choices and opportunities needed to enjoy a
decent steward of living; to live a long, healthy con-
structive life and to participate in the cultural life of
the community”. (Kankwenda, 2002:64).

The above also bears a striking resemblance to
the characterization of the phenomenon of poverty
by the World Bank and the Copenhagen Declara-
tion of 1995. According to World Bank: Poverty is
pronounced deprivation in well-being, and compris-
es many dimensions. It includes low incomes and
the inability to acquire the basic goods and services
necessary for survival with dignity. Poverty also en-
compasses low levels of health and education, poor
access to clean water and sanitation, inadequate
physical security, lack of voice, and insufficient ca-
pacity and opportunity to better one’s life (World
Bank, 2012, 3). Absolute poverty means a condi-
tional access to a minimum permissible set of goods
and services necessary for the biological needs, or
the subsistent living of a person.

As if this was not enough, Talk (2012) estimat-
ed as many as 10million child beggars in northern
Nigeria with other 15-20 million unschooled and
unemployable adult beggars. In northern Nigeria,
modern-day slavery is a way of life for millions of
people. The sight of middle-aged and older people
seen reclining tiredly on mats spread in streets cor-
ner and are beggars with no discrimination to gen-
der is ubiquitous everywhere in northern Nigeria. A
2013 survey indicated that the population of waifs
and strays in the streets of northern cities stood at
a staggering 12.4 million. The Quranic education —
almajiri system, predominantly found in the north of
Nigeria — has produced child beggars in multitude.
This does not include adult beggars throughout the
northern states. The Almajiri are children generally
denied of parental care and they form the majority of
the beggar population (Onoyase, 2013).

In this predicament of mass pauperization, it is
difficult to estimate how many people are still be-
ing held under slavery in the elite homes across the
northern region. One such revelation, asserted by
the Emir of Kano — Sanusi Lamido — in an interview
with the Financial Times Correspondent in March of
2018 is indisputable:

FTC: “It looks empty (the palace) who else lives here?”

SL: “You would be surprised. You ve got some princesses,
grandfather’s sisters, my cousins, my father’s sisters, my nieces.
Then we 've got the wives and the concubines of previous emirs
who chose to stay here. And you’ve got the help and their fami-
lies. Historically, you had slaves in the palace, and they re now
basically part of the families.

So they re there. They literally call themselves the slaves
of kings. They use that word, but you don’t buy or sell or own
them”.

FTC: “Isn’t this all a bit ...medieval?”

SL: “It’s important for us to retain our history, to retain
your roots...” (FT, 2018).

As J.S. Mills puts it, ‘a state which dwarfs its
men, in order that they may be more docile instru-
ments in its hands even for beneficial purposes, will
find that with small men no great thing can really
be accomplished’ (Mills, 1859). It is too horrendous
that many African leaders relish in keeping slaves
for slavery work in their households. Unfortunately
for the youths in the north of Nigeria, the tradition-
al hegemony seemed to have successfully meshed
Islam with traditional African feudalism, using the
former to justify the latter to their unsuspecting sub-
jects. Any social order so crafted as to suppress a
great part of its men, with the sole aim of alienating
them from their constitutional rights will soon real-
ize that with disaffected men no significant progress
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is achievable. This is especially true for the north of
the country today. Sociologists and anthropologists
believe that people who have traditional views on
life also tend to be more inclined to resist changes,
even when the benefits of such changes are too obvi-
ous. For the north of Nigeria, any changes in the sta-
tus quo — particularly those not originated from the
traditional leaders — are perceived as deviance and
disobedience to the authority, and potential threats
to life. Unsurprisingly, elsewhere reversion to the
traditional ways of life and preferences for the one-
man hegemony has resulted in nothing but poverty
and misery for most Africans.

Thus, leaders of the region feel complacent and
secure in their domain and so are averse to pursuing
creative and constructive agenda leading to progres-
sive changes however the backward their region is.
Leaders of northern Nigeria have tacitly pursued
programmes that make western secular education
a privilege for the few, not least, engineering and
technology have been systematically neglected for a
very long time, public schools are poorly funded and
derelict, while teachers are raptly allowed to waste
away. Not surprisingly, the youths in the north have
no confidence in the leadership and generally, there
is no trust among the mass of the population.

In Nigeria, at the heart of the insurgencies that
make the society seems no longer ease as things
continue to fall apart is a frontier space populated
by a generation of young men (of wildly differ-
ent cultural identities and political outlooks) ex-
pelled from, and deeply suspicious of, institutions
of authority that they perceive to lack credibility,
functional adequacy, and legitimacy. They are ap-
parently caught between the crumbling social and
political orders of gerontocratic customary rule — by
twilight institutions — and the inevitable disorder of
failing forms of secular post-colonial state authority.
Construed thus, the crisis of youth can therefore be
expressed in a multiplicity of forms: a crisis of iden-
tity, of rights, of institutional deprivation, of social
exclusion, of masculinity, of the spirit, of employ-
ment and so on. (Watts, 2017).

A view for future research

Although it is remarkable that the country has re-
sisted the strong waves of social dissent and threats
of secession for decades, further research needs
to be done into how the country has continued to
weather the storm of potential disintegration. What
then can be done to avert the existential predicament
that is taking the form of an imminent total disinte-
gration of the country? This profound problem will
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require no less profound solution. Two such solu-
tions are in question: one is social and the other is
economical. There is an urgent need to dismantle
the system of institutional deprivation that the tradi-
tional hegemony built, that politicians maintain and
benefit from. It is against this backdrop of precari-
ous everyday life that the author proposes the need
for a far-reaching economic reform that would give
impetus to social reforms, benefit everyone from the
very richest to the poorest; a reform that is capable
of ending poverty at all fronts and give the impe-
tus for sustainable economic development. This in-
come based economic proposal would improve all
citizens’ lives materially, and the poorer one is now
the greater one’s relative benefit would be. In the
current circumstances, the country needs a revolu-
tionary yet non-radical economic reform achievable
via a new fiscal reform: Central Bank Sovereignty
(CBS) (Adeleke, 2019) a conceptual and not math-
ematical; a monetary system whereby the right to
create money is vested in the Central Bank that
will provide money for the government, business-
es, and individuals, hence Central Bank Sovereign
Currency.

While the author believes unequivocally that
the system would be capable of ending poverty
without using debts to fund government spending,
nonetheless, the system calls for further research
into the mechanism and adaptation. In the system
under question, government would receive as much
money as it ever needed, money would be sufficient
but not excessive. This would also mean an end to
that crude system of taxation (all taxes, personal or
business: (income, property, sales, payroll, etc.) and
welfare programmes, more importantly, we would
achieve 100 percent employment, a stable sustain-
able economic growth. Under this proposed system
supply of money and our economic output would be
determined by our demography only. Thus, it would
be possible to achieve a stable and sustainable eco-
nomic growth with minimum impact on the envi-
ronment, as our economic output would be deter-
mined by our demography only. We would be able
to ameliorate the environment and prevent further
degradation. All of these would be achieved, with-
out redistributing anything, and without any further
regulations.

Conclusion

Between agents and structures in the north of
Nigeria, there are conceptual conflicts of interest,
while the former is being constrained, the latter is
unruffled and indifferent towards the plight of the
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society and with impunity. This volume has dis-
cussed the causes and effects of social exclusion
and inequality being perpetrated by means of keep-
ing generations of youths in the north of Nigeria
in the dark; it further reveals the set of institutions
and structures of undisclosed agenda through which
social stratification and inequality are perpetrated.
In this context, it is horrendous that many African
leaders relish in keeping people as slaves for slav-
ery work in their households, or denying millions
of youths the basic constitutional rights of access
to western education that should provide them with
the right skill set to make them employable. Unfor-
tunately for the youths in the north of Nigeria, the
traditional hegemony seemed to have successfully
blended Islam with traditional African feudalism,
to keep their unsuspecting, gullible subjects in the
dark. Any social order so crafted as to suppress a
great part of its men, with the sole aim of alienating
them from their constitutional rights will soon real-
ize that with disaffected men no significant progress
is achievable. This is especially true for the north of
the country today.

It is just natural that people who have traditional
views on life also tend to be more averse to changes,
even when the benefits of such changes are too obvi-
ous. For the north of Nigeria, any changes in the sta-
tus quo — particularly those not originated from the
traditional leaders — are perceived as deviance and
disobedience to the authority, and potential threats
to life. Thus, leaders of the region feel complacent
and secure in their domain and so are averse to pur-
suing creative and constructive agenda that would

lead to progressive changes however the backward
their region is. Leaders of northern Nigeria have
tacitly pursued programs that make western secu-
lar education a privilege for the few, not least, en-
gineering and technology have been systematically
neglected for a very long time, public schools are
poorly funded and derelict, while teachers are raptly
allowed to waste away. Unsurprisingly, elsewhere
reversion to the traditional old ways of life and pref-
erences for the one-man hegemony has resulted in
nothing but poverty and misery for most Africans.

The findings in this volume should have policy
implications for the leaders of the northern Nige-
ria, as the way of life the hegemony ultimately suc-
ceeded in establishing is an facing an unprecedented
challenge. Today, we are moving already toward the
experience of an acute event, we are experiencing,
with growing doubt and fear, the results of accumu-
lating stresses.

At bottom, the problem is that the foundation
of that region, the society, the inequity way of life
is coming apart. If policy makers fail to solve that
problem, collapse is inevitable, the whole country
appears to be in very real danger of collapsing. Insti-
tutionalized stratification, social exclusion, absolute
poverty and inequity have long reached an inflection
point for the whole of the north, to the extent that it
has become imperative to dismantle the system of
traditional hegemony that politicians maintain and
benefit from. We are at a point at which the disrup-
tive social media and the internet both have the ca-
pacity to make social inequality so intolerable as to
garner supports for radical movements to change it.
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